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Golden apple snail Control in Rice fields by Farmers in ThalatkKhao
Sub-District, Chok Chai District, NakhonRatchasima Province
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Abstract

The purposes of this research were to study (1) socio-economic circumstance of farmers (2)
knowledge about golden apple snail (3)control to eradicate golden apple snail of farmers (4) problems
and suggestions of farmers.

The population was 394 farmers whose domicile was ThalatKhao Sub-District and registered
rice-farming with the Office of Agricultural Extension.in Chok Chai District, NakhonRatchasima
Province during the year 2011-2012. From stratified random sampling and simple random sampling, a
number of 200 samples were selected. Tool for Data collection was structured interview. Data
obtained was processed by computer programs and statistics used comprised frequency, percentage,
minimum value, maximum value and standard deviation.

Research findings were. (1) More than half of the farmers were male with the average age at
51.79 years. More than two-third of them completed primary education level. Their average
experience in rice-farming was 28.61 years. Their average number of household member was4.52
persons. Their average number of agricultural labor was 2.02 persons. Their average agricultural area
was 20.20 rai. Their average rice field was 17.94 rai. Their average income from seasonal rice
farming was 133,000 baht spending an average capital 40,800 baht. Most of them received agricultural
information from farmer fellows and from agricultural chemical substance shop. Over half of them
received updated news from authorities and television. (2) Farmers knowledge about golden apple
snail was at medium level. (3) For protection and eradication of golden apple snail in rice field, it was
discovered most of the farmers rice-farming was twice a year and they seriously encountered with
golden apple snail problem, destroying young rice plants aged 5-20 days which seemed to bethe most
damaged.  Almost half of them picked away golden apple snail and its eggs without making use of
papaya leaves that most other people used to lure golden apple shail. Over one-third made use of
natural enemy i.e. duck, egret and open-billed stork to help eradicate golden apple snail. Besides, over
half of the farmers used tea seeds for golden apple snail eradication in case of little water. Only the
minority used chemical substance (Abamectin) in case of lotsof water. Over half of them applied
mixed methods for golden apple snail control. (4) Problems and suggestions; most of them
experienced with many problems at medium level but the serious one was picking away golden apple
snail because unfortunately, the neighboring rice fields did not pick away golden apple snail.

Their suggestions were to organize a training and promotion of golden apple snail control in
rice fields by making use of existing local herbs, encouragingfarmers to raise 10-20 ducks in each
household and launching a campaign of picking golden apple snail for making more use.

Keywords: Channeled Applesnail Control, Rice Farmers, ThalatKhao Sub-District,
Chok Chai District, NakhonRatchasima Province
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